. A

This is NewsLetter Issue No. Two ~ For the year 2016

The quarterly meeting of the
Frontier Patriots Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution
will be held at King's Family Restaurant, 3001 6th
Avenue, Altoona, PA
on Saturday, June 4th, 2016
at 12:00 Noon.

I hope all members will attend to help us plan for the PASSAR Board
of Management Meeting which our chapter is hosting on November 11-12,
2016. Please save these dates so that you can both help and attend the
meeting.

Reminder ~ For those of you that receive this newsletter by US mail, if you have an email address, we would appreciate you
sending it to us to use for future newsletters. Printing and mailing these newsletters is very expensive. Please send to our
Secretary Melvin McDowell at melvin.mcdowell@gmail.com
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Now On Exhibit:
Bedford C@unf:y’s Béle in the American lﬁevélu‘ciénary War

An exhibit featuring thirteen informational admission to view the exhibit, but a donation is
panels accompanied by a collection of authentic requested.
American Revolutionary War artifacts is currently The 3’ x 4’ informational panels present
being shown at the Bedford County Historical various aspects of the American Revolutionary
Society gallery. The informational panels were War from the viewpoint of the inhabitants of this
created by, and the artifacts are from the personal south-central Pennsylvania region that was the
collection of, this newsletter’s author, Larry D. frontier of the province at the time.
Smith. The exhibit will be open through 2016 and On the following pages are the first few
into the first part of 2017. There is no set fee for panels. The rest will appear in future newsletters.



mailto:melvin.mcdowell@gmail.com

MM%%&AW%@V /W/

- The parhamentary Acts

1

1764 Currency Act 1766 Declaratbry Act 1774 Coercive Acts
e e S aka Intolerable Acts
in all cases whatsdever. AsenesbfAchmtenJethPtmxsﬁ

1765 Stamp Act the Colonies, Bostén in paticular,

for not with the previ
All Pub]xc P"Pm such as lzgal documents 1767 chWnshenJ Acts Ar,t: a‘:’ﬁf’gﬁ” N P H::tls

and ne' 31 s, Wmm!d
Existing Acts t6 be enforced, additional ntinued nén-compliance would
Mmaﬁ e, Brotichaduty o e hied, and N I

additional taxes to be levied on certain items.
1765 Quartering Act

1773 Tea Act i i
If there was not sufficient mdjebamc.b ]Fm«ﬂmdgé Sing Ueots
th sokies i b e in sy pblic The B bt oy Compry i
building, such as a tavern Buhfﬂnfwzmndsﬁ ‘t’b“‘t“d"‘f’“m& K \‘

§ ¥
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' Cherkes Townshond

1775 New England lﬁesfraining Act

P Thissamp shivo ta i e imued fc e aabck o€ Since the British Colénies had halted their

1 shlling and 6 pence. The stapletht rmly afixedthe stamp  the trade with Great Britain, then they should not be
document bassightly rusted, causing the discalored spét. The smallr permitted tb trade with any i

| sacup would be pated aver the stapk. o the bckeidk f the document.
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The Onanimoéus Declaration

The idea of declaring inJePenJence from the mother country, Great
Britain, was first voiced in a letter written by Samuel Adams to his cousin,
Jobhn Adams én 15 January 1776: " A métion was made in Céngress the

IS g o el St g el b
with aiming at independency, & committee should be appsinted to exphin
t6 the pedple at large the principles and grounds of sur éppésition, efc."
On 07 June 1776, the Congress PasszJ 'certain resdlutions respecting
inJePenJenc ! On the 11th a committee, consisting of John Adams, Ben-
jamin kaﬂn Thémas Jefferson, Robert B. Livingstén and Roger Sher-
man was named to prepare & draft of a document declaring inJePenJence.
The first draft was brought before Congress én 28 June 1776; a discussion
about it was held on Mgnday, Olju]y. That discussion continued on the
following day, and then on the 3rd. On 04 July 1776, the final draft was
read by Banjamin Harrisén, a vote was taken; it was and signed by
all of the delegates except for those from New York {who had not been
authorized to do so}. The engrossed 'original' on which John Hancock
mgneJ his name so bold '8z King Gedrge té see all the Wy from Eugkm/ .

was not actually signed by all of the delegates until 02 August 1776.
The Flag

1 During the 14 June 1777 session of Congress, it was resolvedthat: fhe
| tlag ot the Dited States bé thirteen stripes, allernate red and wiile) that the

| unién be thirteen stars, white in'a blue field, mpmam‘iuga new constellstion.

Bebsey qm% make that first flag has
been proven to be a mytb created
l)y her grandsdms.

| The 'fact' that George Washington ‘asked

Bulet Meld
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The Bedford qescblves 09 My 1775

mwdmxlvu,h hmm M,( properties , from any
That cach Towmabip n this Countyshll b immedinely notied to
o onde e 1 v - ekmererpe o WA
then sod there, by bllt o otheis, chobse Oficss i e rspeckive Towadipe.
subscbe i ame i id ol and tht the Captin shall mmedlnely transit
tobyywto&cmﬂw' Kwﬂmudw.
estlved] That the Committee of this Couaty shall purchase all the Powder and Lead
z-nymﬁdnuylnuwﬁﬁnh-iﬂ , and have the same upin
SRR i bl S O AL
P ) E oy “ .
i i sl b et muww:;u Muuﬂwhm?
of the sai , or until it theught i
Festlved That cach Company in this County shall use their utmest endeavers t
mnw&hmhmwdﬂw&hd
Cémpany shall have less than éne péund of Pewder, and Lead in préportion.
esélved] That as soén as the said ies are formed, they and each of them shall
im‘)fdhmﬂd&y regulstions mcsmm,mdnm&ymumyohof
His Majesty's Troops are {corpéreal puni énly excepted.}
esélved] That in or in this shall refuse o subsceibe
Y B Al 27 R s ke S e
&Mmm&;&%mramw&vu&mu
5 S S e /
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mewmw;duﬂ,hhmﬁm&,umu
peesbas wikhin the mid Cooly sall, diectly o indirecly,have sy dealing oc
cémmerce, by either buying ér selling, borréwing, ér lending té ér with any of the
said offenders.

Bestlved That all persbns within this that are net at present prévided with
Gm,&wu&,ﬁ&ozhwh,he:‘: i M":ﬁwﬂeﬂrdnnxlm,-;::
case of inability, of iately transmit thei
m,:.zl:k’mh, mamm O?Cmqu WW,M
Wmumyhhbnhu&bwm

Resolved, That each Téwnship shall meet and chésse their Officers, and make returm
agrecable to the sbéve Resslves, within the space of ten days from this date.
By érdex of the Committee 6 Cérrespéndence: David Espy, Cleck

I‘esdslves, such as these adcbptul by Bedford Ctbun‘:y
were written and PesseJ l)y the Committees of Corres-
anJence for most of the counties in Pennsylvania.

It was believed for many decades that Bedford Coun‘:y
had not astP{:eJ a set of I‘esélves, because, u.n]ike those
of the éther counties, the Bedford County Resolves
were nét included in the Pub]isim‘] P 7
Archives. While researching for his book, A@L‘ﬁef
Bedford and the American ev¢luﬁéna9r War, Larry
D. Smith discovered the Bedford Resslves in the
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Ammcm ]liwdb]lm&ldmmy War LHH
s "The Start Of Open Cdmflxct 17

\L'—/‘
Bullet
fi?:fer Hon From 'the Shot Heard ! daund the chrld' To um,:; bag
csn'y
black PZQ'I, the Battle of Bunker/BreeJ's Hill buckshot
for use in
- The closing ofthe port 6f Beston by The celonisl militamen &ll back to the town

the British increased the ill-feelings toward ~ of Chncerl:dategrd!uP for a second fight. The
dzemby&n sbitants of all New England.  British column dsacﬁeJ and began to search
WMMM&Wm&n&J%M &:theweanmanJunmumhbn butl:hexrseﬂﬁﬁ
~ t6 Con "’*‘wbaenadnbfwmmcl . The mi ile had be

> h arose on the 17th, and saw the fortification, Gage cbtJeteJ General William
Howe tb attack. Under a barrage of cannén fire from five British warships in the harbor, the
redcoats launched an assault of the redoubt. ThePshitbisﬁelJH:eirﬁmunﬁltheywulJmtbe
whites of the British soldiers' eyes to conserve ammunition. The result was devastating for the
British. A second, and then a third assault were made by the British before they finally forced
the colonial militismen to retreat. The British had had enough, though, and didn't chase after the
Patriots. Both sides claimed victory: the British by gaining the redoubt; the Patriots by suffering only 145 deaths to the 226 British.
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Amgrican e hokidmary War — I”" f

ﬂi‘t?a& Cdn_ltinantal Line

= B '

The Militia The Céntinental Line
ik e o e
througheut the English Coloniessince ~ Siege 6f Boston was formed out of
the French and Indian War. While the ~ militia units from all thirteen of the
regular British army was én hand to colénies in rebellion. The delegates
cénduct offensive exPeJiﬁbns against assembled in the Second Continental
foes such as the French or Amerindians, ~ Congress sPPcbinch Virginian, Gedrge
the colonial militias were established Washington as the army's commander ~ SPurs
in brder to PrbviJe local security. in ~chief, The Congress also called
. Themilitidifered fomthe  for the colonies 6 Maryland, Viginia These steel spurs
= regular ammy in that it was called dut and Pe nig 6 provide ten Wmfld have l_’“n ’
& .bnly at times when there was  threat compatfies of riflemen k6 j6in the heJ on with
| ofactual attack. It consisted 6f men Continental army! Bedford County cloth ribbands
!~ who were untrained in the art of war réspancJ witha company under -
andwhe spent mére of theirtime at the command 6f I‘bbert Cluggage:
© other professions, such as farming, The/| 1\ General Washingtén began to
men whé joined the militia may have' || brain'the troops and JevelmPeJ those
| lodked forward to being paid a'small rough recruits into an drganized and
- amount of specic for their service. But stcxphnul mgu.lsr army. e
since dzay served for bnly a cbuple wecks The Continental line soldier
during s tour of duty, the pay was small |~ knew that he was enlisted fora
and the militiaman was not entitled t6 period of & year or for the duration
receive any type of pension or grant of of the War. He acctheJ that fact
land when the War was ended. ~ because he was PnbmiseJ payment-ges | ot =
— One benefit of jbining the milifia -~~~ for his services {which the militia & "27‘; A
was that buwblﬂantbeexP«hJ%be did nét receive}. ; ¥ sr;a TEfCONNECTICUT
S e T Ak the end bf the Watyhen I reioneocuy 1 42,
each county, and were exPed:J tb-serve it became apparent that they could f K Magke 4
’ Ptl.mxn‘y in the county in which it was nébmake the Pnbmiscd payments ?
' raised. There were sbme instances, though, to the soldiers, the Congress and
in which a militia might be askcJ to hclP various state legislatures gave grants Y beld st Harord
in the defense ofa neighbbring cd)unfy. of land in liew of specie. Pennsylvanja & irm oL L rieze 7
In June 1781, the Cumberland County gave such grants 6f land dut of a large == RIS TSR RS
militia was helping Bedford Countyby ~ “tract ébtained from Amerindiansin /. f ;'
garrisbning Fort Fetter while there was 1784 which comprise the present-day : Pa)indate
increasing Amerindian incursions. northwest comer of the state. Men b bad served i the
Céntinental Line were PaxJ
with paynotes like this one.
1 Although given in 1780, it
Bud'\ s was not payable until 1785
Buckles such as When redeemed, the note
the ones shown had the hole PuncheJ in it
here were used on so that it could not be reused.
shoes and coats.
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The exhibit, meant to point out Bedford
County’s Role in the American Revolutionary War,
can be viewed during the Bedford County Historical
Society’s regular hours of Monday through Friday
9:00am to 4:00pm and the third Saturday of the
month 9:00am to 12:00noon.

The Bedford County Historical Society is
located at 6441 Lincoln Highway (right at the
intersection of Route 56 and Route 30 variously
called the Lincoln Highway).

The BCHS can be contacted by phone at
814-623-2011. Their email is bedfordhistory
@embargmail.com .

As curator of the exhibit, I (Larry Smith) am
available to speak to groups of any size about the
items and the subjects depicted on the informational
panels. If you want to request that | provide a ‘guided
tour’ of the exhibit for an enhanced experience,
contact the BCHS to make arrangements.

The First British Fort To Fall Toé American
3ebels ~ A Lie Fabrication By James Smith

James Smith, the leader of a group of 18th
Century Cumberland (now Bedford) County
vigilantes, made the boastful claim that he and his
‘Black Boys’ had attacked and ‘captured” Fort Bedford
on 12 September 1769 ~ making it “the first British
fort to fall to American Rebels.” Smith’s claim, made
in his autobiography ~ the only such source of the
claim ~ has been quoted by Bedford County historians
for decades. Re-enactment of the event has provided
thrilling entertainment during celebrations in the past.
But it is not true.

The property on which the fort was built in
1758 had been granted to Garrett Pendergrass by the
Amerindians in the region. The British Army
confiscated a portion of Pendergrass’ tract when the
Forbes Campaign made its way to capture the French
Fort Duquesne at the Forks of the Ohio. A petition by
Garrett Pendergrass to the Provincial Governor, John
Penn was submitted in October of 1766. In that
petition Pendergrass stated: “since the King’s Troops
evacuated that Fort, and the Avenues thereof, the
Improvements of your Petitioner have been surveyed,
under your Honor’s Warrant afsd, for the
use of the Honorable the Proprietaries.” The
petition suggested that the British Army had evacuated
Fort Bedford prior to October 1766.

During the year 1769, the Amerindians had
made a number of incursions into the region around
the three-year-old town of Bedford. As noted by

Smith: “yet, the traders continued carrying goods and
warlike stores to them.” Alarmed at the situation, a
number of persons plundered the offending traders’
stores, which they then destroyed. Although their
actions were ostensibly for the safety of their fellow
Euro~American settlers, the persons who plundered
the traders’ goods were arrested. Whether they were
justified in attempting to deprive the Amerindians of
ammunition was inconsequential in regard to the fact
that ordinary citizens were not allowed to take the law
into their own hands. The arrested persons were
fettered in iron shackles and confined in the guard-
house in Fort Bedford.

James Smith called together his followers
(known as the Black Boys because they smeared ashes
and soot on their faces to avoid being recognized).
They made plans to attack the fort and free the men
who had been arrested. By Smith’s own words, they
made their move in the early hours of 12 September
1769. They rushed in through the gate, cut the
prisoners free and stole a couple muskets, then ran
back out. They didn’t actually capture the fort, and it
wasn’t exactly a British fort in 1769 — three years after
the British army evacuated it. So although Smith and
his Black Boys no doubt did attack the decaying Fort
Bedford, it certainly wasn’t the “first British fort to fall
to American Rebels.’



