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Of the many incidents of the American Revolutionary War, those which occurred at the two small
Massachusetts villages of Lexington and Concord are perhaps the most revered by the descendants of
the American Patriots. Even if they may not know to connect the phrase "the shot heard 'round the
world" with the incident at Lexington, Massachusetts, most people are at least familiar with the
phrase. The stand which the Massachusetts militia made against the British infantry at the village
green of Lexington resulted in the first musketfire of an eight year war that would evolve from a
civil uprising to a world war that would stretch all the way from the American colonies to the sub-
continent of India. It would affect most of the major European Nations. France, by providing
large sums of money to the Patriot cause would be forced into bankruptcy and pushed along the path
of a major revolutionary struggle. The "Fourth English War", as the Dutch called the conflict,
would engage the Netherlands in open fighting. The influence that the Netherlands held over trade on
the high seas would be irreparably damaged and she would lose her important, and only, port in the
western hemisphere ~ St. Eustasius. The economy of Portugal's colonial empire, consisting of
Brazil, was very dependent on the British~American commercial system and therefore was strained as
a result of the American Revolution. The intellectual influence of the American Patriots also
contributed to the Minas Conspiracy of 1789 and the Bahian Plot of 1798 which, despite the fact of
being suppressed at the time, revealed growing tensions between that colony and her mother
country. The rebellion against the mother country shown by the American Patriots also influenced
the people of Ireland and precipitated the formation of "associations” in the American example. It
has been estimated that by 1779 there were approximately 40,000 militia raised within Ireland and
mob violence erupted in centers such as Dublin. Russia, under Emperess Catherine II, at first
adopted a policy of "patient neutrality”. As the war progressed and British vessels seized Russian
ships, the policy was changed to "armed neutrality” and Russia proceeded to enforce a naval blockade
against Great Britain to defend neutral shipping. Through her efforts, the League of Armed
Neutrality was formed between Russia, Sweden and Denmark; the Netherlands, Prussia and Portugal
would join the League later on. Spain entered the conflict on 16 June, 1779 with a formal
declaration of war against Great Britain; she had signed an offensive alliance, the Convention of
Aranjuez, with France in April of that year which vowed that the two nations would support each
other until Spain could recover possession of Gibralter. Halfway around the world, in India and the
so-called Dutch Spice Islands of the Pacific, a ferocious struggle that would result in the deaths of







