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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH - JOHAN SIMON CLAR

For the benefit of those members of the Blair County Chapter, SAR, who were unable to attend the
gravesite dedication ceremony at Bedford on the 21st of September, 1991, the text of the Biographical
Sketch on the Patriot (as presented by compatriot Bernard R. Smith) is presented here.

The Palatinate region of southwestern Germany is an area from which quite a number of early settlers of Bedford County
came. It is the land which the Clars came from in the early 1700s. Our ancestors’ German homeland lay to the west of
the Rhine River and just north of the French and Swiss borders. The Rhine River has its beginnings in the Swiss Alps,
and flows northwestward to the Atlantic Ocean, passing through Germany and the Netherlands. At a time when Germany, as
a distinct nation, did not even exist, the lands which lay just north of the Swiss Alps and to the west of the Rhine River
were divided up into a number of small semi-independent duchys, which were under the rule and control of powerful
overlords. The name "Palatinate" referred to a collection of these small duchys which, in turn, were under the control of a
more powerful lord (known as the Elector Palatine). The lands of western Europe, thusly, were still set up in a system
much like they had been in the medieval period. Powerful overlords held complete control over the tenant-farmers within
their domains. Although the tenant-farmers benefited from the protection that the overlords could provide, their life was
somewhat rigidly controlled and they were little more than servants to that overlord. Many of them left that homeland
when word of the new lands on the other side of the Atlantic began to spread across Europe. The Clar family was one of
those tenant-farmer families which decided to leave Europe in search of a better life in America.

Johan Simon Clar's paternal grandfather was Balthasar Clar, who was from Canton Bern in Switzerland. One of the
tributaries of the Rhine River originates in the Jura Mountains of northwestern Switzerland in the canton of Bern. Balthasar
Clar, a widower prior to the year 1698, traveled in the direction of that tributary and came to settle in the duchy of Pfalz-
Zweibriicken, in or near the small farm village of Mimbach. It was there that he met Elisabetha, the widow of Barthel
Wolf. They married on the 14th of January, 1698 and bore at least one son that we know of: Jacob. Jacob Clar was
baptised on the 23rd of November, 1698. He grew up in the town of Mimbach and married a woman by the name of Anna
Maria at some time circa 1727. Their first child, Johan Michael was baptised in February of that year. He was followed
by Maria Louisa in 1730, Johan Simon in December of 1732, Barbara in 1735, Wilhelm in 1737, and the sixth and last
child, Nickel in July of 1739.

The third child born to Jacob and Anna Maria Clar was baptised under the name: Johan Simon Clar. His baptismal
record in the Kirchen protocol of the Evengelical Reformed Church of Mimbach-Webenheim was dated December 12, 1732.
He was probably born just a few days before that date. The baptismal record shows the first given-name of Johan as
abbreviated to the letters J O H. We have chosen the spelling of J O H A N, ending with only the one N because that
was a spelling characteristic of the French and Swiss region, from which Johan Simon's grandfather, Balthasar, came.

In the year 1740 Jacob Clar applied to the authorities of the duchy of Pfalz-Zweibriicken for permission to leave the
Palatinate. His request to move to America was recorded in the Zweibriicken Manumissions Protocol (or record book). The
word "manumission” comes from the word "manumit”, which means "to release from servitude". Although it is true that the
common man in the early 1700s did not live a life of direct servitude, as he had in the medieval ages - the fifteenth
through the eighteenth centuries saw small groups of powerful families taking control of and owning the majority of the land
throughout the Germanic regions. The common man did not actually own the land he lived upon; instead he tilled the soil
and gave a share of the harvest to the overlord in exchange for the right to live there and to be protected by the overlord.
Because of such an arrangement, the overlord held the right to either allow or deny any individual to leave or move into
his duchy. Taxes were often imposed upon those who wanted to move away from their current residences - the purpose of
which was to deter the inhabitants from wanting to move out. But human nature has always been the same - some people
would move away secretly in a gamble that they would not be caught, and thereby avoid having to pay the taxes. The rate
of taxes a head of household had to pay for the priveledge of manumission depended somewhat on the number of the male
members of his family who wished to leave. Males who might someday join the workforce and army to increase the riches
and wellbeing of the overlords were seen as prime bargaining material. Higher taxes would be levied on families which had
a large number of males in order to intimidate them from leaving. For this reason, a father might request manumission







